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Who would open a specialty burger joint 
in the middle of a pandemic? Scott Slater 
would. The founder and namesake of Slat-

er’s 50/50 already 
planned to open his 
restaurant in Fres-
no pre-pandemic, 
signing his lease 
last year. “Opening 
up a restaurant, the 
middle of pandem-

ic sounds absolutely insane,” Slater said, on 
hand for the restaurant’s grand opening on 
Wednesday. 

“With the recent regulations and moving to 
the purple tier, it doesn’t look like we’re go-
ing to be getting out of that anytime soon. 
So what better time right now, right before 
the holidays get Slater’s 50/50 open?”  The 
Fresno location is the 14th to open and third 
since the pandemic. Slater’s hired 90 for its 
staff, many displaced because of the closure 
of other local restaurants. Slater franchised his 
restaurant to a local ownership group. They 
invested $1 million in the former Anthropol-
ogie clothing store at the Fashion Fair Mall. 
Seating is limited to the outside patios and a 
tent set up on the courtyard in front of the 
mall. Plenty of heaters are set up to provide 
warmth.

The Burgers
The restaurant’s slogan is “Bacon, Burger, 
Beer.” It offers 17 varieties of burgers, with 
the usual add-ons such as bacon, mushrooms 

and cheese. There is also a peanut-butter fla-
vored burger. A build-your-own burger concept 
offers millions of possible combinations. “My 
recommendations any time you go to Slater’s 
50/50, you must get the 50/50 patty. It’s 50 
percent ground beef, 50 percent ground bacon. 
Our signature burger has pepper jack cheese, 
a fried egg, avocado mash and chipotle mayo. 
Slater first served his mix during tailgate parties 
during his days attending San Diego State Uni-
versity. Another burger, available at the Fres-
no store only is the Fresno Farmhouse Burger. 
Stacked three-patties high, it is too much for 
even the biggest mouth. 

A definite fork-and-knife burger. The burger 
includes an angus beef patty, a 50/50 (meat/
bacon) patty and a 
fried chicken patty. 
It has two types of 
cheese — pepper 
jack and American 
— along with Nash-
ville (spicy) slaw, 
pickled red onions, 
sautéed mush-
room’s and Tapatio ranch sauce. Burger prices 
range form $13.50 to $20. There are even non-
meat options such as a Portobello mushroom 
burger and black bean veggie patty. 

The Shakes
Another Slater’s specialty is the variety of 
shakes. While the base price is $12, they are 
big enough —and sweet enough — for four. The 
Happy Happy Birthday Shake should not be... 

December 1, 2020 | David Taub
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‘BARON OF BACON’ BOLDLY SETS 
UP SHOP WITH ENDLESS VARIETY 

OF BURGERS. HERE’S A SAMPLING.

“Opening up a restaurant, 
the middle of pandemic 
sounds absolutely insane 
… So what better time right 
now, right before the hol-
idays get Slater’s 50/50 
open?” — Slater’s 50/50 
founder Scott Slater

READ MORE »

The restaurant’s slogan is 
“Bacon, Burger, Beer.” It 
offers 17 varieties of burg-
ers, with the usual add-
ons such as bacon, mush-
rooms and cheese. There 
is also a peanut-butter 
flavored burger. A build-
your-own burger concept 
offers millions of possible 
combinations.

https://gvwire.com/2020/12/01/baron-of-bacon-boldly-sets-up-shop-with-endless-variety-of-burgers-heres-a-sampling/


COVID SIDELINES 335 COMMUNITY 
HOSPITAL WORKERS; AMBULANCES 

FACE 3-HOUR WAITS.
Community Medical Centers now has more employ-
ees off work due to COVID-19 exposure than at any 
other time during the pandemic. As of Wednesday 
morning, the Valley hospital system’s online dash-
board shows 335 employees are not able to report to 
work due to COVID exposure. Of those, 108 are con-
firmed to have tested positive for the virus.

CMC had been updating their dashboard twice a 
week. But on Wednesday, a message posted out on 
their social media accounts says that is now chang-
ing. “Due to the rising number of COVID cases in 
our community, this dashboard will be updated three 

times per week (Monday, Wednesday, Friday) by 10 
a.m.,” CMC wrote on their Twitter account. Fresno 
County remains in the state’s ‘purple’ COVID tier 
– but local case rates are trending better than last 
week. State data shows the county recording 13.5 
COVID-19 cases per 100,000 residents, which trans-
lates to a 6.4% positivity rate. 

However, Fresno County hospitals report only 9 ICU 
beds available – a drop from 12 just the day before. 
Meanwhile, patients arriving at local hospitals by am-
bulance are having to wait longer before they can be 
admitted. American Ambulance President Todd...
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Josh Houston was a pastor who longed to leave behind administrative 
duties to focus on soul care. Lorena Villa had six years of hospital expe-
rience as a Spanish interpreter, but wanted to offer more meaningful... 

December 1, 2020 | Sponsored by Community Medical Centers

RACING ON HERNDON CAUGHT 
THE ATTENTION OF NEIGHBORS. 
NOW IT HAS THE ATTENTION OF 
POLICE.

READ MORE »

CRMC

Special to GV Wire

Tired of having a racetrack in their neighborhood, 
northwest Fresno residents banded together to lodge 
enough complaints about speeding violations on Hern-
don Avenue that the city is now taking action. “The 
reckless driving on Herndon has been happening for 
some time now without any police enforcement,” res-
ident Matthew Campanile told GV Wire℠. “I live at 
the Fruit and Herndon corridor about a block south 
and can hear the vehicles in the evening into the early 
mornings.”

The area’s councilmember, Mike Karbassi, said he’s 
been paying attention. “We have to have enforcement 
and it’s time to use the stick,” says Karbassi. A team of 
Fresno police officers were assigned to... 

December 1, 2020 | Jim Jakobs

READ MORE »

READ MORE »

REGION’S FIRST CHAPLAIN 
RESIDENCY PROGRAM STARTS 
DURING CORONAVIRUS CRISIS

https://gvwire.com/2020/12/02/covid-sidelines-highest-ever-number-of-community-hospital-workers-ambulances-face-3-hour-waits/
https://gvwire.com/2020/12/01/regions-first-chaplain-residency-program-starts-during-coronavirus-crisis/
https://gvwire.com/2020/12/01/racing-on-herndon-caught-the-attention-of-neighbors-now-it-has-the-attention-of-police/
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Liccardo on Tuesday fessed up to an outdoor 
Thanksgiving dinner at his parents’ home with 
people from five different households after 
tweeting that everyone should just stay home 
this Thanksgiving. And a Los Angeles County 
supervisor head-
ed to dinner at an 
outdoor restaurant 
hours after she vot-
ed to ban outdoor 
dining, calling it “a 
most dangerous 
situation.” “We’re 
all really feeling the 
strain of this, but 
there is really that 
element of hypoc-
risy. So many who are struggling right now, and 
then you see them going to these very fancy 
social affairs and mixing with folks outside their 
immediate bubble,” said Melinda Jackson, a po-
litical science professor at San Jose State Uni-
versity.

The revelations come at a critical time as the 
nation deals with a dramatic spike in case rates, 
hospitalizations and deaths. It’s more important 
than ever that we follow the rules, the public is 
told. But when the same leaders aren’t follow-
ing the guidelines themselves, their credibility 
is shattered and it makes it harder to trust that 
their guidance is solid. Kim Elsbach, a professor 
of management at the University of California, 
Davis and Newberry chair in leadership, said...

December 2, 2020 | David Taub

STATE

GV Wire Weekly Digest  7

SAN FRANCISCO — Their messaging has been 
clear: wear a mask, stay 6 feet apart from oth-
ers, and most importantly: stay home! But their 
actions aren’t living up to the rhetoric, creating 
a real political problem for some of the most 
vocal leaders in California’s fight to contain the 
coronavirus. First came Gov. Gavin Newsom, 
who won plaudits for issuing the first statewide 
stay-at-home order in the U.S. back in March. 

He broke the state rules when he and his wife 
were caught dining with 10 others at the posh 
French Laundry restaurant in Napa in early No-
vember with lobbyists and others from numer-
ous different households, sitting close together, 
mask-less. San Francisco’s mayor, London Breed, 
was at the same $350-a-plate restaurant a day 
later, dining with a San Francisco socialite and 

six others. Breed has 
also won accolades for 
imposing some of the 
strictest rules in Califor-
nia, keeping coronavirus 
rates relatively low. Her 
spokespeople haven’t 
responded to queries 
about how many house-
holds were there — state 
rules cap those at three. 
Her spokesman rubbed 
salt in the wound by 

saying she has been trying to support local 
restaurants. The French Laundry is 60 miles (97 
kilometers) out of town. San Jose Mayor Sam 

RESTAURANT JAUNTS 
CREATE CREDIBILITY ISSUE 

FOR POLITICIANS

First came Gov. Gavin 
Newsom, who won plau-
dits for issuing the first 
statewide stay-at-home 
order in the U.S. back in 
March. He broke the state 
rules when he and his 
wife were caught dining 
with 10 others at the posh 
French Laundry restau-
rant in Napa in early No-
vember with lobbyists 
and others from numer-
ous different households, 
sitting close together, 
mask-less.

The revelations come at 
a critical time as the na-
tion deals with a dramatic 
spike in case rates, hospi-
talizations and deaths. It’s 
more important than ever 
that we follow the rules, 
the public is told. But when 
the same leaders aren’t 
following the guidelines 
themselves, their credi-
bility is shattered and it 
makes it harder to trust 
that their guidance is solid.

READ MORE »

https://gvwire.com/2020/12/02/restaurant-jaunts-create-credibility-issue-for-politicians/


‘FEISTY’ BOBCAT BURNED IN SAN 
BERNARDINO WILDFIRE 

RECOVERS, NOW SET FOR RELEASE
SAN DIEGO — A young bobcat that was badly 
burned in a Southern California wildfire will be re-
leased back into the wild, the San Diego Humane 
Society announced Tuesday. The 7- to 9-month-old 
female was picked up on Tuesday from the group’s 
Ramona Wildlife Center.

A state Department of Fish and Wildlife worker took 
her to an area outside the site of the fire that biolo-
gists say has “rich food and water sources,” accord-
ing to a humane society statement. The blaze erupt-

ed in September near the small city of Yucaipa in San 
Bernardino County. It was sparked by a pyrotechnic 
device a couple used for a gender reveal party. The 
fire destroyed several homes and killed a firefighter 
in San Bernardino National Forest.

The bobcat was discovered on Oct. 13 by a woman 
walking her dogs. The emaciated cat was treated for 
burns, some of which were infected, and did so well 
that she doubled in size to more than 9 pounds (4.1 
kilograms) in a month and made a full recovery in... 
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SANTA BARBARA SCUBA 
BOAT CAPTAIN CHARGED 

IN FIRE THAT KILLED 34
December 2, 2020 | AP News
LOS ANGELES — The captain of a scuba diving boat 
that caught fire and sank off the coast of California 
last year, killing 34 people who were trapped below 
deck, was indicted Tuesday on federal manslaughter 
charges for one of the deadliest maritime disasters 
in recent U.S. history.

Jerry Boylan, 67, was charged with 34 counts of 
seaman’s manslaughter for “misconduct, negligence 
and inattention” by failing to train his crew, conduct 
fire drills and have a roving night watchman on the 
Conception when fire broke out Sept. 2, 2019, the 
indictment said. “As a result of the alleged failures 
of Captain Boylan to follow well-established safety 
rules, a pleasant holiday dive trip turned into a...
READ MORE »

SACRAMENTO — California’s water managers on 
Tuesday preliminarily allocated just 10% of requested 
water supplies to agencies that together serve more 
than 27 million Californians and 750,000 acres of 
farmland. The state Department of Water Resources 
cited the dry start to the winter rainy season in Cal-
ifornia’s Mediterranean climate, along with low res-
ervoir levels remaining from last year’s relatively dry 
winter. Winter snow typically supplies about 30% of 
the state’s water as it melts.

Last year’s initial allocation also was 10% and climbed 
only to 20% when the final allocation was made in 
May. Most areas that depend on the state-supplied 
water also have other sources including...

DRY START TO WINTER 
DROPS CALIFORNIA WATER 
ALLOCATION TO JUST 10%

December 2, 2020 | AP News

READ MORE »

AP File

READ MORE »
California Department of Water Resources

https://gvwire.com/2020/12/02/feisty-bobcat-burned-in-san-bernardino-wildfire-recovers-now-set-for-release/
https://gvwire.com/2020/12/02/santa-barbara-scuba-boat-captain-charged-in-fire-that-killed-34/
https://gvwire.com/2020/12/02/dry-start-to-winter-drops-california-water-allocation-to-just-10/
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WILMINGTON, Del. — President-elect Joe 
Biden on Tuesday introduced top advisers he 
says will help his administration rebuild an econ-

omy hammered by the 
coronavirus pandem-
ic, declaring, “I know 
times are tough, but I 
want you to know that 
help is on the way.”

Biden said he’d cho-
sen a “first-rate team” 
that is “tested and ex-
perienced” to tackle 

the country’s economic crisis. He picked liberal 
advisers who have long prioritized the nation’s 
workers and government efforts to address eco-
nomic inequality. Unemployment remains high 
as the COVID-19 outbreak widens the gulf be-
tween average people and the wealthiest Amer-
icans. The virus, which has claimed more than 
269,000 lives nationwide, is resurgent across 
the country amid holiday travel and colder 
weather sending people indoors.

As he did frequently while campaigning, Biden 
promised that the U.S. would eventually emerge 
with an economy that is dramatically reshaped 
to better stamp out economic inequality. “From 
the most unequal economic and job crisis in 
modern history, we can build a new American 
economy that works for all Americans, not just 
some,” Biden said as he introduced his choic-
es for some of the government’s top economic 

posts during a speech at a theater in Wilming-
ton, Delaware, where he has led his transition to 
the presidency. Tuesday also marked the presi-
dent-elect’s first appearance since breaking two 
small bones in his right foot while playing with 
one of his dogs over the weekend. He wore a 
black walking boot and moved gingerly but tried 
to keep things light. As he emerged from his 
motorcade, Biden pointed to his boot and lift-
ed his leg briefly to show it off. Asked about his 
foot by reporters, 
Biden responded 
only, “Good, thanks 
for asking.” The in-
jury, while not se-
rious, again inten-
sifies scrutiny on 
Biden’s age, given 
that he just turned 
78 and is the oldest president ever to be in his 
first term. Still, his team has tried to keep the 
focus on building out its government and up-
coming policy challenges, chief among them the 
pandemic and the economy.

Most of His Choices Will Require Confirmation 
From the Deeply Divided Senate
Biden repeatedly evoked his work as vice pres-
ident when the Obama administration oversaw 
the economic recovery following the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis, noting that many of those on his 
newly formed economic team worked closely 
with him then. Most of his choices will require 
confirmation from the deeply divided Senate...

December 1, 2020 | AP News
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UNVEILING ECONOMIC 
TEAM, BIDEN PLEDGES, ‘HELP 

IS ON THE WAY’

Unemployment remains 
high as the COVID-19 out-
break widens the gulf 
between average people 
and the wealthiest Amer-
icans. The virus, which 
has claimed more than 
269,000 lives nationwide, 
is resurgent across the 
country amid holiday 
travel and colder weather 
sending people indoors.

Biden repeatedly evoked 
his work as vice president 
when the Obama admin-
istration oversaw the eco-
nomic recovery following 
the 2008 financial crisis, 
noting that many of those 
on his newly formed eco-
nomic team worked close-
ly with him then.

READ MORE »

https://gvwire.com/2020/12/01/unveiling-economic-team-biden-pledges-help-is-on-the-way/


US TIGHTENS DEFINITION OF SERVICE ANIMALS ALLOWED ON PLANES

12  GV Wire Weekly Digest

The days of pets flying with their owners in airplane 
cabins are coming to an end. The Transportation 
Department issued a final rule Wednesday covering 
animals on airlines. It decided that only dogs can fly 
as service animals, and companions that passengers 
use for emotional support don’t count.

The rule aims to settle years of tension between air-
lines and passengers who bring their pets on board 
for free by saying they need them for emotional 

help. Under a longstanding department policy, all the 
passengers needed was a note from a health profes-
sional.

Airlines argued that passengers abused the situation 
to bring a menagerie of animals on board including 
cats, turtles, pot-bellied pigs and, in one case, a pea-
cock. The agency said Wednesday that it was rewrit-
ing the rules partly because passengers carrying un-
usual animals on board “eroded the public trust...

December 2, 2020 | AP News
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December 3, 2020 | AP News
The U.S. recorded over 3,100 COVID-19 deaths in 
a single day, obliterating the record set last spring, 
while the number of Americans hospitalized with the 
virus has eclipsed 100,000 for the first time and new 
cases have begun topping 200,000 a day, according 
to figures released Thursday.

The three benchmarks altogether showed a country 
slipping deeper into crisis, with perhaps the worst 
yet to come, in part because of the delayed effects 
from Thanksgiving, when millions of Americans dis-
regarded warnings to stay home and celebrate only 
with members of their household. Across the U.S., 
the surge has swamped hospitals and left nurses and 
other health care workers shorthanded and burned... 
READ MORE »

AP File

VIRUS DEATHS IN US TOP 
3,100 IN A SINGLE DAY FOR 

THE FIRST TIME

OMAHA, Neb. — U.S. hospitals slammed with 
COVID-19 patients are trying to lure nurses and 
doctors out of retirement, recruiting students and 
new graduates who have yet to earn their licenses 
and offering eye-popping salaries in a desperate bid 
to ease staffing shortages.

With the virus surging from coast to coast, the num-
ber of patients in the hospital with the virus has 
more than doubled over the past month to a record 
high of nearly 100,000, pushing medical centers and 
health care workers to the breaking point. “Nurses 
are under immense pressure right now,” said Kendra 
McMillan, a senior policy adviser for the American 
Nurses Association. “We’ve heard from nurses on...

NURSES WANTED: 
SWAMPED HOSPITALS 
SCRAMBLE FOR PANDEMIC 

December 2, 2020 | AP News

READ MORE »

AP File

READ MORE »

https://gvwire.com/2020/12/02/us-tightens-definition-of-service-animals-allowed-on-planes/
https://gvwire.com/2020/12/03/virus-deaths-in-us-top-3100-in-a-single-day-for-the-first-time/
https://gvwire.com/2020/12/02/nurses-wanted-swamped-hospitals-scramble-for-pandemic-help/
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An aid organization that helps children and 
families all over the world got its start after a 
chance meeting between an Iranian girl and a 
California woman. Delfarib Fanaie and her hus-
band had traveled in 2006 to an Iranian orphan-
age to adopt their third daughter when Fanaie 
was approached by another girl, Sepideh, who 
asked plaintively, “Why can’t you take me with 
you?” That question haunted Fanaie after she 
returned to the U.S. and led her to co-found 
Moms Against Poverty, a San Francisco-based 
nonprofit that provides food, housing, health-
care and education opportunities for disad-
vantaged children and their families in the U.S. 
and overseas. Since its founding 12 years ago, 
MAP has had an impact on 1 million people in 

14 countries. Today its 
primary focus is on pro-
grams in the U.S., Iran, 
Cambodia, and Senegal, 
Fanaie told GV Wire℠.  
One of the goals of 
MAP is to break the cy-
cle of poverty by giving 

children opportunities, such as building schools 
in their communities, that will enable them to 
be self-sufficient and help lift their communities. 
But nutrition is also a focus because it’s import-
ant for brain development and for learning.

COVID-19 Impacts Fundraising
The group’s fundraising events this year were 
hamstrung by the coronavirus epidemic, as has 
been the case for nonprofits nationwide, Fanaie 

said. “At the same time, it has awakened a lot 
of people to understanding that in this world 
we are all one human family and the world right 
now is in crisis,” she said. “Hunger is the new 
pandemic in our 
country and around 
the globe. “So a lot 
of people are ac-
tually extending 
themselves to give 
more money as well. 
I mean, we’ve seen 
both sides. Some of 
our donors haven’t 
been able to give as much as they gave every 
year. … But at the same time, we see the small 
donations are increasing because of the fact 
that people know that they have to share right 
now because humanity is suffering. We have all 
been able to see that if we come together, we 
can make a difference.”

In Senegal
MAP works with partners globally as well as lo-
cally, listening to learn about community needs 
and then finding ways to meet those needs. The 
nonprofit’s work in Senegal, for example en-
compasses all its programs: education, health 
care, orphan care, and basic provisions including 
food. Since 2016, MAP has built six schools, in-
cluding four elementary schools, providing edu-
cation as well as food to the students. MAP also 
has partnered with a local organization to run 
an orphanage for children newborn to age...

November 30, 2020 | Nancy Price
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HOW AN ORPHAN’S PLEA SPARKED CA NONPROFIT

Since its founding 12 years 
ago, MAP has had an im-
pact on 1 million people 
in 14 countries. Today its 
primary focus is on pro-
grams in the U.S., Iran, 
Cambodia, and Senegal, 
Fanaie told GV Wire.

READ MORE »

MAP works with partners 
globally as well as local-
ly, listening to learn about 
community needs and 
then finding ways to meet 
those needs. The nonprof-
it’s work in Senegal, for 
example encompasses all 
its programs: education, 
health care, orphan care, 
and basic provisions in-
cluding food.

https://gvwire.com/2020/11/30/why-cant-you-take-me-how-an-orphans-plea-sparked-california-nonprofit/


‘WORLD’S LONELIEST 
ELEPHANT’ ARRIVES SAFELY 

IN CAMBODIA

16  GV Wire Weekly Digest

November 30, 2020 | AP News
PHNOM PENH, Cambodia — The pachyderm 
dubbed the “ world’s loneliest elephant ” after lan-
guishing alone for years in a Pakistani zoo was greet-
ed on his arrival in Cambodia on Monday by chant-
ing Buddhist monks and was then sent on his way to 
a wildlife sanctuary.

Like other travelers during these times, Kaavan 
needed to be tested for COVID-19 before his flight. 
Once his large metal crate was safely on board, Kaa-
van was provided with in-flight snacks — 200 kilo-

grams of them — for the seven-hour journey. Kaavan 
was not stressed during the flight, eating his food 
and even getting a little bit of sleep standing in his 
crate, said Amir Khalil, a veterinarian who accompa-
nied him on the flight and works with Four Paws, the 
Vienna-headquartered animal rescue group that or-
ganized the move.

“He behaves like a frequent flier. The flight was un-
eventful, which is all you can ask for when you trans-
fer an elephant,” Khalil said. The 36-year-old, 9,000...

ISRAELI LAWMAKERS TAKE 
A STEP TOWARD NEW 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS

December 2, 2020 | AP News
Israel took a major step toward plunging into its 
fourth national election in under two years on 
Wednesday as lawmakers — supported by Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s main coalition part-
ner — passed a preliminary proposal to dissolve par-
liament. 

The 61-54 vote came just seven months after the 
coalition took office in a declaration of national uni-
ty to confront the coronavirus crisis. But since then, 
the alliance between Netanyahu’s Likud Party and 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz’s Blue and White has 
been locked in infighting. The vote gave only prelim-
inary approval to ending the alliance and forcing a 
new election early next year. The legislation...
READ MORE »

TEHRAN, Iran — A top Iranian security official on 
Monday accused Israel of using “electronic devices” 
to remotely kill a scientist who founded the Islamic 
Republic’s military nuclear program in the 2000s. Ali 
Shamkhani, the secretary of the country’s Supreme 
National Security Council, made the comment at 
the funeral for Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, where Iran’s 
defense minister separately vowed to continue the 
man’s work “with more speed and more power.”

Israel, long suspected of killing Iranian nuclear scien-
tists over the last decade, has repeatedly declined to 
comment on the attack. Fakhrizadeh headed Iran’s 
so-called AMAD program, which Israel and the West 
have alleged was a military operation looking at the...

IRAN SAYS ISRAEL KILLED 
MILITARY NUCLEAR 
SCIENTIST REMOTELY

Novembr 30, 2020 | AP News

READ MORE »

AP Pool

Iranian Defense Ministry via AP
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READ MORE »

https://gvwire.com/2020/11/30/worlds-loneliest-elephant-arrives-safely-in-cambodia/
https://gvwire.com/2020/12/02/israeli-lawmakers-take-a-step-toward-new-national-elections/
https://gvwire.com/2020/11/30/iran-says-israel-killed-military-nuclear-scientist-remotely/


SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NEWSLETTER

GV Wire/Jahz Tello

https://gvwire.com/subscribe/?utm_source=weekly-digest

