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Within hours of Fresno County being moved 
into California’s ‘red’ tier for reopening, lo-
cal businesses are wasting no time opening 

up. Movie theaters, 
shut down since the 
beginning of the 
pandemic can now 
open indoors with 
modifications at a 
maximum 25% ca-

pacity or 100 people, whichever is fewer. Re-
gal Cinemas’ River Park location plans to open 
at 5 p.m. tonight. 

River Park Fresno:
“WE DID IT, FRESNO... TOGETHER! @regal-
movies in RIVER PARK is reOPENING tonight at 
5pm!

You know the drill, facial coverings & social dis-
tancing. We are in this TOGETHER!”

Related Story: State Moves County Into Next 
Reopening Tier. Theatres Can Open, Indoor Din-
ing ...

Indoor Dining Resumes
Restaurants can re-open their inside dining 
rooms at a maximum 25% capacity or 100 
people, whichever is fewer. Shortly after Fres-
no County’s updated status was revealed, 
Pismo’s Coastal Grill in northwest Fresno 
posted a message to its Facebook page that 
said, “We’ve been waiting for this moment….
OPEN!” Other restaurants were moving to 
reopen their ding rooms as well, including In-

dia’s Oven at Ashlan and Marks and Mad Duck’s 
northwest location.

GB3 Locations Opening
About an hour and a half after learning they 
could partially reopen, GB3 posted information 
to their social media accounts. Gyms and fitness 
centers can open indoors with modifications at 
a maximum 10% capacity. GB3 is planning to 
open all their locations October 1st.
he post reads in part, “We received great news 
today and will be re-opening all the gyms on 
Thursday 10-1-20 at 4 a.m. All billing will re-
sume (unless you are on freeze) on the same 
day and for the same amount as prior to our clo-
sure.” 

Gb3 George Brown Sports Club: 
“We received great news today and will be 
re-opening all the gyms on Thursday 10-1-20 
at 4am. All billing will resume (unless you are on 
freeze) on the same 
day and for the same 
amount as prior to 
our closure. Please 
visit our website for 
guidelines. We are so 
excited to see all of our members!!!!”

September 29, 2020 | Jim Jakobs
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MOVIE THEATERS, DINING 
ROOMS AND GYMS QUICKLY 

BEGIN REOPENING

Movie theaters, shut down 
since the beginning of the 
pandemic can now open 
indoors with modifications 
at a maximum 25% capac-
ity or 100 people, whichever 
is fewer.

READ MORE »

Gyms and fitness cen-
ters can open indoors with 
modifications at a maxi-
mum 10% capacity. GB3 is 
planning to open all their 
locations October 1st.

https://gvwire.com/2020/09/29/state-moves-fresno-county-into-next-reopening-tier-movie-theatres-can-open-indoor-dining-allowed/
https://gvwire.com/2020/09/29/river-park-movie-theaters-open-immediately-gyms-and-inside-dining-next/


POLL: FEWER THAN 3 IN 10
CALIFORNIA VOTERS VIEW 

COVID-19 AS A SERIOUS 
fast,” she said. Mitchell said about 20 dog walking vol-
unteers and 10 cat volunteers are needed during the 
morning hours. She says there’s another shift in the 
afternoon that’s a little slower. Dog walkers are en-
couraged to spend quality time with the dogs. Cats go 
to bed after the 3 p.m. shift.

The evening shift is 6-8 p.m. and is the last potty walk 
before bed. About 20 dog walking volunteers are 
needed for that shift also, Mitchell said. Volunteers 
must be over 18 years of age and previous experience 
with a rescue agency or a shelter is a plus. Text “VOL-
UNTEER” to (559) 600-7387 to add your number...

September 30, 2020 | Jim Jakobs
Do you like taking dogs for a nice long walk? If you 
are more of a cat person, the Fresno Humane Animal 
Services team needs your help too. Nearly 130 dogs 
and 175 cats, evacuated from the Creek Fire, are cur-
rently being housed at the Fresno Fairgrounds’ Com-
merce Building. 

The non-profit organization managing the temporary 
shelter is in need of volunteers to exercise and inter-
act with the animals at different times throughout the 
day. Brenda Mitchell, board president of Fresno Hu-
mane Animal Services, says the 7 a.m.- 10 a.m. shift is 
the busiest time. “That’s the morning potty and break-
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Zoyer Zyndel. said transitioning from female to male was difficult enough without having to explain over 
and over to his insurance provider or convince a doctor why a hysterectomy was needed for a healthy 
24-year-old. “It makes you feel invalidated emotionally and intellectually,” he said.

September 20, 2020 | Sponsored by Community Medical Centers

STATE WANTS COURT TO 
PUNISH DEFIANT SCHOOL 
FOR STAYING OPEN

READ MORE »

CRMC

GV Wire File

The state of California is asking a Fresno County judge 
to punish Immanuel Schools in defiance of an order to 
close. Today, Judge D. Tyler Tharpe set a hearing on 
October 9th to hear the state’s request on contempt 
of court and possible monetary sanctions.

Despite state and county health orders to the con-
trary, Immanuel — a K-12 school in Reedley — opened 
anyway in August. Attorneys for the school said that 
not only did it have a constitutional right to open, 
COVID-19 testing performed at the school showed 
herd immunity which would reduce the likelihood of 
transmission. The county sought legal action to force 
Immanuel’s closure. Despite losing on the first round, 
on September 15, Tharpe granted the county’s... 

September 30, 2020 | David Taub

READ MORE »

READ MORE »

MAKING CARE MORE WELCOMING TO 
LGBTQ BY TRAINING CLINICIANS, DOCTORS

https://gvwire.com/2020/09/30/poll-fewer-than-3-in-10-california-voters-view-covid-19-as-a-serious-threat/
https://gvwire.com/2020/09/30/state-wants-court-to-punish-defiant-school-for-staying-open/
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Bryan Muehlberger said he had never heard of 
ghost guns until November, when his 15-year-
old daughter, Gracie Anne Muehlberger, was 
one of two students killed with one at Saugus 
High School in the Southern California city of 
Santa Clarita. Student Nathaniel Berhow, 16, 
also wounded three other people before killing 
himself. Frank Blackwell, the father of 14-year-
old Dominic Blackwell, the second slain stu-
dent, also is a plaintiff in the lawsuit.

It’s a Growing Problem, According to the Law-
suit
“Anyone, and I mean anyone, can buy these 
totally unregulated kits with just an internet 
connection and a credit card, and that’s how 
my daughter’s kill-
er got his murder 
weapon,” Mue-
hlberger said. As 
a test earlier this 
year, he used his 
slain, underage 
daughter’s name and his own credit card to or-
der a ghost gun kit in about two minutes from 
an online dealer. Becerra said ghost guns were 
similarly used in mass shootings that each 
killed five people in Santa Monica in 2013 and 
Tehama County in 2017. 

Another was used by Steven Carrillo, an Air 
Force sergeant charged with killing a federal 
security officer outside an Oakland courthouse 
and ambushing a sheriff’s deputy in late May... 

September 29, 2020 | AP News
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SACRAMENTO — Backed by the fathers of two 
slain children, California’s attorney general sued 
the Trump administration on Tuesday in an ef-
fort to crack down on so-called “ghost guns” 
that can be built from parts with little ability to 
track or regulate the owners. The federal Bu-

reau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explo-
sives doesn’t consider 
that the unfinished do-
it-yourself kits qualify 
as firearms. So buyers 
don’t have to undergo 
the usual gun purchase 
background checks and 
in most states the guns 
are not required to have 
serial numbers. Califor-

nia Attorney General Xavier Becerra’s lawsuit 
asks a federal judge in San Francisco to order 
the federal agency to change its policy — argu-
ing that it violates the common definition of a 
firearm under federal law and that the agency’s 
decision in 2006 to stop considering the parts 
as firearms was arbitrary and capricious.

Agency spokeswoman April Langwell said the 
ATF does not comment on pending litigation. 
The lawsuit was called frivolous and “anoth-
er outrageous example of Attorney General 
Becerra attacking law-abiding gun owners” by 
Brandon Combs, president of the Sacramento, 
California-based Firearms Policy Coalition that 
promotes gun-owners’ rights. Lawsuit plaintiff 

CALIFORNIA SUES US 
REGULATOR IN BID TO DETER 

‘GHOST GUNS’

California Attorney Gen-
eral Xavier Becerra’s 
lawsuit asks a federal 
judge in San Francisco to 
order the federal agency 
to change its policy — ar-
guing that it violates the 
common definition of a 
firearm under federal law 
and that the agency’s 
decision in 2006 to stop 
considering the parts as 
firearms was arbitrary 
and capricious.

Ghost gun seizures by the 
state Department of Jus-
tice jumped 512% between 
2018 and 2019. The number 
of such weapons recovered 
in Los Angeles increased 
144% from 2015 to 2019.

READ MORE »

https://gvwire.com/2020/09/29/california-sues-us-regulator-in-bid-to-deter-ghost-guns/


NEWSOM SIGNS LAW MANDATING 
STUDY OF REPARATIONS FOR 

BLACK AMERICANS
Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a new law Wednesday 
requiring the state to develop a detailed plan for 
paying reparations to Black Americans.

The move makes California the first to mandate 
a study of how it can make amends for its role in 
the oppression of Black people. Under the law, a 
nine-member task force will come up with proposals 
for how the state could provide reparations, what 
form those reparations might take and who would 
be eligible to receive them.

“This is not just about California, this is about mak-
ing an impact, and a dent, across the rest of the 
country,” Newsom said moments after signing the 
bill during a ceremony broadcast on his YouTube 
channel.

Special Consideration for Descendants of Slaves
The law does not limit reparations to slavery, al-
though it requires the task force to give special con-
sideration for Black people who are descendants of 
slaves. California never had a government...
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AUGUST CONSTRUCTION 
SPENDING UP 1.4%, LED BY 

HOME BUILDING
October 1 2020 | AP News
WASHINGTON — U.S. construction spending in-
creased 1.4% in August, led by a surge in single-fam-
ily homes. The gain was double the 0.7% increase in 
July, the Commerce Department reported Thursday, 
and the August gain was better than economists had 
been expecting. In an additional sign of strength, the 
government revised higher its earlier estimates for 
spending in July and June.

Spending on residential construction rose 3.7% 
,with a 5.5% rise in spending on single-family homes 
offsetting a 0.1% dip in apartment construction, a 
smaller an more volatile sector. Spending on nonres-
idential construction fell by 0.3% with hotels, office 
building and shopping centers all suffering... 
READ MORE »

Investigators have arrested and charged a man in con-
nection with the shooting of two Los Angeles Coun-
ty sheriff’s deputies earlier this month as they sat in 
a squad car, authorities said Wednesday. Attempted 
murder charges were filed against Deonte Lee Mur-
ray, 36, District Attorney Jackie Lacey said in a press 
conference.

Murray was arrested two weeks ago in connection 
with a separate carjacking and he was expected to 
be arraigned later Wednesday. The deputies, who 
suffered head wounds in the Sept. 12 ambush, have 
since been released from the hospital and are recov-
ering. Surveillance video showed a person on foot ap-
proach the patrol car, parked at a Metro rail station... 

MAN CHARGED WITH 
ATTEMPTED MURDER IN 
AMBUSH OF 2 LA DEPUTIES

September 30, 2020 | AP News

READ MORE »

AP/David J. Phillip

READ MORE »
Los Angeles County Sheriff via Twitter

https://gvwire.com/2020/09/30/newsom-signs-law-mandating-study-of-reparations-for-black-americans/
https://gvwire.com/2020/10/01/august-construction-spending-up-1-4-led-by-home-building/
https://gvwire.com/2020/09/30/man-charged-with-attempted-murder-in-ambush-of-2-los-angeles-deputies/
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WASHINGTON — The U.S. economy plunged at 
an unprecedented rate this spring and even with 
a record rebound expected in the just-ended 
third quarter, the U.S. economy will likely shrink 
this year, the first time that has happened since 
the Great Recession. The gross domestic prod-
uct, the economy’s total output of goods and 
services, fell at a rate of 31.4% in the April-June 
quarter, only slightly changed from the 31.7% 
drop estimated one month ago, the Commerce 
Department reported Wednesday. The govern-
ment’s last look at the second quarter showed 
a decline that was more than three times larger 
than the fall of 10% in the first quarter of 1958 
when Dwight Eisenhower was president, which 
had been the largest decline in U.S. history.

Economists believe 
the economy will ex-
pand at an annual rate 
of 30% in the current 
quarter as businesses 
have re-opened and 
millions of people have 
gone back to work. 

That would shatter the old record for a quarterly 
GDP increase, a 16.7% surge in the first quarter 
of 1950 when Harry Truman was president. The 
government will not release its July-September 
GDP report until Oct. 29, just five days before 
the presidential election. While President Don-
ald Trump is counting on an economic rebound 
to convince voters to give him a second term, 
economists said any such bounce back this year 

is a longshot. Economists are forecasting that 
growth will slow significantly in the final three 
months of this year 
to a rate of around 
4% and the U.S. 
could actually top-
ple back into a re-
cession if Congress 
fails to pass another 
stimulus measure or if there is a resurgence of 
COVID-19. There are upticks in infections oc-
curring right now in some regions of the coun-
try, including New York.

In 2020, Economists Expect GDP to Fall by 
Around 4%
“There are a lot of potential pitfalls out there,” 
said Gus Faucher, chief economist at PNC Fi-
nancial Services. “We are still dealing with a 
number of significant reductions because of the 
pandemic.” In 2020, economists expect GDP to 
fall by around 4%, which would mark the first 
annual decline in GDP since a drop of 2.5% 
in 2009 during the recession triggered by the 
2008 financial crisis. “With economic momen-
tum cooling, fiscal stimulus expiring, flu season 
approaching and election uncertainty rising, the 
main question is how strong the labor market 
will be going into the fourth quarter,” said Greg-
ory Daco, chief U.S. economist at Oxford Eco-
nomics. “With the prospect of additinal fiscal 
aid dwindling, consumers, businesses and local 
governments will have to fend for themselves in 
the coming months,” Daco said. The Trump...

September 30, 2020 | AP News
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31.4% SPRING SLIDE FOR A 
US ECONOMY LIKELY 

TO SHRINK IN 2020

Trump has been pressing 
a months long campaign 
against mail-in voting 
this November by tweet-
ing and speaking out crit-
ically about the practice. 
More states are encour-
aging mail-in voting to 
keep voters safe amid the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Trump on Wednesday ap-
peared to suggest that if 
states got “rid of” the un-
solicited mailing of ballots 
there would be no concern 
about fraud or peaceful 
transfers of power.

READ MORE »

https://gvwire.com/2020/09/30/31-4-spring-slide-for-a-us-economy-likely-to-shrink-in-2020/


TRUMP TO FAR-RIGHT 
EXTREMISTS: ‘STAND BACK 

AND STAND BY’

12  GV Wire Weekly Digest

President Donald Trump on Tuesday didn’t condemn 
white supremacist groups and their role in violence 
in some American cities this summer, branding it 
solely a “left-wing” problem and telling one far-right 
extremist group to “stand back and stand by.”

“Almost everything I see is from the left wing, not 
from the right wing,” said Trump, whose exchange 
with Democrat Joe Biden left the extremist group 
Proud Boys celebrating what some of its members 

saw as tacit approval. He was responding to a ques-
tion from debate moderator Chris Wallace, who 
asked the president if he would condemn white su-
premacist and militia groups that have showed up at 
some protests. 

Wallace specifically mentioned Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
where a white teenager was charged with killing two 
protesters during demonstrations over the police 
shooting of Jacob Blake, a Black man. Trump...

September 24, 2020 | AP News
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September30, 2020 | AP News
GENEVA — “Chaos, interruptions, personal attacks 
and insults,” one Chinese newspaper editor said of 
the U.S. presidential debate. An Australian counter-
part said the debate was “swamped” by the “rancor 
engulfing America.” Denmark’s prime minister be-
moaned the quarrelling and interruptions on display.

The first debate pitting Republican President Don-
ald Trump against Democratic challenger Joe Biden 
was not a highlight of political oratory in the eyes of 
many overseas. Yet interest ran high for its potential 
impact on what may be the most consequential U.S. 
election in years, now just over a month away. Ob-
servers from Asia and Australia to Europe and Africa 
looked for possible impact on financial markets...
READ MORE »

AP File

FOREIGN OBSERVERS 
WARY OF ‘CHAOS,’ 

‘RANCOR’ IN US DEBATE

ORLANDO, Fla. — Squeezed by limits on atten-
dance at its theme parks and other restrictions due 
to the pandemic, The Walt Disney Co. said Tuesday 
it planned to lay off 28,000 workers in its parks di-
vision in California and Florida. Two-thirds of the 
planned layoffs involve part-time workers but they 
ranged from salaried employees to hourly workers, 
Disney officials said.

Disney’s parks closed last spring as the pandemic 
started spreading in the U.S. The Florida parks re-
opened this summer, but the California parks have 
yet to reopen as the company awaits guidance from 
the state of California. In a letter to employees, Josh 
DÁmaro, chairman of Disney Parks, Experience... 

DISNEY TO LAY OFF 
28,000 AT ITS PARKS IN 
CALIFORNIA, FLORIDA

September 29, 2020 | AP News

READ MORE »

AP/Patrick Semansky

READ MORE »

https://gvwire.com/2020/09/30/trump-to-far-right-extremists-stand-back-and-stand-by/
https://gvwire.com/2020/09/30/foreign-observers-wary-of-chaos-rancor-in-us-debate/
https://gvwire.com/2020/09/29/disney-to-lay-off-28000-at-its-parks-in-california-florida/
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PARIS — France’s environment minister has an-
nounced a gradual ban on using wild animals in 
traveling circuses, on keeping dolphins and killer 
whales in captivity in marine parks and on rais-
ing mink on fur farms. 

Barbara Pompili, France’s minister of ecological 
transition, said in a news conference Tuesday 
that bears, tigers, lions, elephants and other wild 
animals won’t be allowed any more in traveling 
circuses “in the coming years.” In addition, start-
ing immediately, France’s three marine parks 
won’t be able to bring in nor breed dolphins and 
killer whales any more, she said.

“It is time to open a new era in our relationship 
with these (wild) animals,” she said, arguing that 
animal welfare is a priority. 

Pompili said the measures will also bring an end 
to mink farming, where 
animals are raised for 
their fur, within the 
next five years. The ban 
does not apply to wild 
animals in other perma-
nent shows and in zoos. 
Pompili did not set any 
precise date for the ban 

in travelling circuses, saying the process should 
start “as soon as possible.” 

She promised solutions will be found for each 
animal “on a case-by-case basis.” The French 

government will implement an 8 million-euro 
($9.2 million) pack-
age to help people 
working in circuses 
and marine parks 
find other jobs.

“That transition 
will be spread over several years, because it will 
change the lives of many people,” she said. 

September 29, 2020 | AP News
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FRANCE TO BAN USE OF 
WILD ANIMALS IN 

CIRCUSES, MARINE PARKS

Barbara Pompili, France’s 
minister of ecological 
transition, said in a news 
conference Tuesday that 
bears, tigers, lions, el-
ephants and other wild 
animals won’t be allowed 
any more in traveling 
circuses “in the coming 
years.”

READ MORE »

The French government 
will implement an 8 mil-
lion-euro ($9.2 million) 
package to help people 
working in circuses and 
marine parks find other 
jobs.

https://gvwire.com/2020/09/29/france-to-ban-use-of-wild-animals-in-circuses-marine-parks/


WORLDWIDE GRIEF: DEATH 
TOLL FROM CORONAVIRUS 

TOPS 1 MILLION
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September 29, 2020 | AP News
NEW DELHI — Joginder Chaudhary was his par-
ents’ greatest pride, raised with the little they earned 
farming a half-acre plot in central India to become 
the first doctor from their village. For the coronavi-
rus, though, he was just one more in a million.

After the virus killed the 27-year-old Chaudhary in 
late July, his mother wept inconsolably. With her son 
gone, Premlata Chaudhary said, how could she go on 
living? Three weeks later, on Aug. 18, the virus took 
her life, too — yet another number in an unrelent-

ing march toward a woeful milestone. Now, 8 1/2 
months after an infection doctors had never seen 
before claimed its first victims in China, the pandem-
ic’s confirmed death toll has eclipsed 1 million, ac-
cording to a count by Johns Hopkins University.

That is partly due to the virus’s quickening spread 
through India, where reported deaths have topped 
96,000 and cases are increasing at the fastest rate 
in the world. The United States, where the virus has 
killed about 205,000 people, accounts for 1 out of... 

AZERBAIJAN AND ARMENIA 
BRUSH OFF SUGGESTION OF 

PEACE TALKS

September 29, 2020 | AP News
YEREVAN, Armenia — Leaders of Azerbaijan and 
Armenia brushed off the suggestion of peace talks 
Tuesday, accusing each other of obstructing negoti-
ations over the separatist territory of Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, with dozens killed and injured in three days of 
heavy fighting.

In the latest incident, Armenia said one of its war-
planes was shot down by a fighter jet from Azerbai-
jan’s ally Turkey, killing the pilot, in what would be 
a major escalation of the violence. Both Turkey and 
Azerbaijan denied it. The international community is 
calling for talks to end the decades-old conflict be-
tween the two former Soviet republics in the Cauca-
sus Mountains region following a flareup of...
READ MORE »

PHOENIX — They came fleeing war and persecution 
in countries like Myanmar, Eritrea and Iraq, hand-
picked by the United States for resettlement under 
longstanding humanitarian traditions. Now, tens 
of thousands of refugees welcomed into the U.S. 
during the Obama administration are American citi-
zens, voting the first time in what could be the most 
consequential presidential contest of their lifetimes.

With some states already sending out early ballots, 
the first-time voters from Arizona to Florida are ex-
cited but mindful of their responsibility in helping 
to choose the country’s next leader. The winner will 
decide the future of the very resettlement program 
they benefitted from and that President Donald...

NEW US CITIZEN REFUGEES 
EXCITED FOR FIRST 
PRESIDENTIAL VOTE

September 29, 2020 | AP News

READ MORE »

AP File

AP/David Goldman
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READ MORE »

https://gvwire.com/2020/09/29/worldwide-grief-death-toll-from-coronavirus-tops-1-million/
https://gvwire.com/2020/09/29/azerbaijan-and-armenia-brush-off-suggestion-of-peace-talks/
https://gvwire.com/2020/09/29/new-us-citizen-refugees-excited-for-first-presidential-vote/
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